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Center for Bright Kids (CBK) Regional Talent Development Center

You Are Invited Once Again to Participate in the Western Academic Talent Search (WATS)!

Welcome to the 30" year of the Western Academic Talent Search! WATS is one program offered through the Center for Bright Kids,
one of the national non-profit Regional Talent Development Centers. WATS enables academically talented 3" through ot graders to
take the ACT, SAT, or EXPLORE test at a much earlier age. This above-level testing experience allows students to:

better evaluate their strengths

practice taking a more challenging test

compare their scores with other high achieving students

qualify for special summer or academic year opportunities or scholarships
receive recognition of their outstanding abilities

We welcome you back and look forward to your support and participation in this year's academic talent search. This abbreviated
Bulletin provides you with the instructions and application only. If you’re feeling rusty, please check the full Bulletin on our website
at www.centerforbrightkids.org for more detail. Please note the application process, which has shifted this year — ONLY SAT is a two-
step registration, while for EXPLORE and ACT, this process is one step.

Please discuss the WATS program with personnel at your school —in an age of phishing and scams, we want to assure you that the
academic talent search has a long-standing national reputation for excellence, advocacy, and educational purpose and is affiliated

with Johns Hopkins, Duke, and Northwestern Universities as our sister Regional Talent Development Centers. We need our current
families’ help to spread the word about the benefits of this national program, and, as always, please do not hesitate to call us with
any questions or concerns about WATS and CBK at 303-428-2634 or email us at chk@centerforbrightkids.org.

Let’s recognize our kids for their academic accomplishments and open some additional doors for educational opportunities and
scholarship. Please share the program and distribute the application bulletins to counselors, teachers, parents and qualified students
as soon as possible. Just give us a call if you need more copies. Thank you so much for your participation — we hope to talk with you
soon!

| Already Participated Once— What Are the Benefits?

e Grade level testing often does not reveal the upper limits of student abilities. Participants gain early experience taking an
above-level or college entrance test, reporting increased comfort with standardized testing and significant score gains that can
make the difference when applying to college. The more times students participate, the more steady increases in success.

e  During the spring, students receive access to the Summer Opportunities Guide, which lists special programs across the country
for high ability students.

e  With permission, schools receive information about talent search results. School officials are better able to accommodate
students’ course choices or curriculum modifications with this information.

e Scholarship opportunities become available and many gates are opened and qualification requirements met for higher level
programming, advanced opportunities, scholarships, grade-level adjustments, or schools for gifted. Talent Search is an
outstanding resume-builder, especially when 150,000 other very bright students are participating.

e Students are invited to participate in the CBK Summer Programs, designed to provide an optimal match and allow students
entering 4th-11th grades to develop a socio-emotional network of peers in a living/learning community. Many students age
through these programs with lifelong CBK friends.

e Top scoring participants are invited to a regional Recognition Ceremony, if one is offered in your state.

e During the spring, participants receive the Interpretive Guide, which provides information needed to interpret test scores in
relationship to other grade-level Talent Search participants across the Rocky Mountain region.

e Young students are not otherwise able to take these tests.

e Scores are archived by WATS but do not become a part of the student’s permanent academic record, meaning there is no risk
in participating. The goal is a positive student experience, regardless of the final test score. Why not sign up?

Where Can | Take the Test? Can | Take More Than One Test?

Yes, depending on grade level you can take more than one test—you still pay only one WATS fee. Talent Search testing is available
in every service region we serve, though not every community. For some tests and in some rural areas, travel may be required to
access a test site. To find the testing site closest to you, go to www.centerforbrightkids.org or to the company sites:

SAT 866.756.7346 http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-code-search (search by test centers—enter code on SAT app)
ACT 319.337.1270 http://www.actstudent.org/regist/centers.html (choose state—enter site code on WATS application)
EXPLORE  319.337.1369 http://www.act.org/explore/ests/centers.html (choose state—enter site code on WATS application)



Application Line by Line Instructions PLEASE READ THESE CAREFULLY TO AVOID ERRORS

1) Student Name—fill this out last name first, making sure that it is the student’s full name with middle
initial, which must match exactly the format your student uses on their testing date answer form.
Otherwise, the company will view each application as two separate students.
2) Mailing Address—please use your current address. If this address changes, please notify WATS
immediately so that we are sure to get you correct materials. This address is critical in sending you the
SAT secondary registration packets, so please write clearly. Some PO boxes cannot accept large (10x14)
envelopes, which is what secondary testing materials are sent in for SAT.
3) Phone Number and Email—these pieces of info are not shared, but are used for program completion
regarding a missing item on the application or a clarity issue with handwriting. Please make sure we can
read the phone number and that it is in use. The email needs to be that of an adult parent/guardian,
NOT the student. We need to get you critical program information like the Interpretive Guide in the
spring and Recognition Ceremony information if your student qualifies. As these are attachments, please
use a personal email rather than a work email, as many work addresses will SPAM large attachments and
you will not receive these mailings.
4) Student Identification Information—you MUST list your student’s gender, birth date, and age. Birth
date is a testing company’s primary means of identifying your student and is a requirement.
5) Current Grade Level—for students who skipped grades or are homeschooled, please list the grade level
that your student would be placed at in your local school if they were to attend or take the majority of
classes at a higher level (as that is then their peer group). Please remember, students are compared to
their grade-level peer group, so it is important that you record this accurately.
6) Ethnic Description—this can be an important indicator in the event that we become aware of
scholarships for specific populations.
7) Expected Year of Graduation—please calculate this year (spring), as this determines in what year your
records are purged from CBK. WATS scores are archived until high school graduation as a benefit.
8) TEST SELECTION TABLE
A. Grade—Make sure your current grade is correct for the test you are choosing. For example,
7th graders cannot take EXPLORE and 5th graders cannot take ACT or SAT.
B. Test and Date—Choose the test or tests that your student plans to take, then below that test
selection, choose the appropriate testing date you are selecting. In the event that you are testing on
one of the WATS late testing dates for ACT or SAT (those available to students but not listed on the
table), please fill it in. There are no additional dates for EXPLORE. Late testing may affect ability to
be included in Recognition Ceremonies. We recommend participating with regular dates.
C. Site Code—For EXPLORE and ACT, you are completing a one-step registration, so please identify
the correct testing site by looking it up through our website or the company sites listed on page 4.
Please do not call us for this information—it is very easy to find and is a personal decision. For SAT,
you will list your testing site on the secondary registration bubble sheet that comes in the mail
following WATS registration. We cannot enter these codes upon WATS registration for SAT testing.
Please check to ensure that the location you choose is offering the test on the date you
selected (not all sites offer testing on every date).

9) WATS Coordinator/School Contact Person—This is probably the individual who told your son or daughter
they qualified to participate or wrote a qualification letter. That individual is often the G/T, TAG, or
GATE coordinator at your school or district and works directly with us to identify and register
students. If you don’t know who this person is at your school, ask first. There may already be
someone. Otherwise, you will need to identify the teacher or school personnel person who will be
the one receiving your scores if you choose to share that information with the school. You can also
recruit this person at your school—if he or she is interested in being a coordinator, we will send
materials to that person if listed in this space. Check the spelling of that person’s name!

10) School Address—Please make sure you double-check the mailing address for your school. As this is one

of the primary ways we manage our database, it is critical that multiple people at the same location
don’t have multiple addresses for your school. Materials for schools go out by mail, not email.

You are done with page one—double-check everything before you flip the page over. You are welcome to
make photocopies of the application if you do not have an original Bulletin. However, please note there is
color stress emphasis in the document to help you navigate. Color Bulletins are available online to consult.
Coordinators, please do not copy applications only for new families. They really need the full Bulletin, and we
are happy to send you copies if you give us a call at 303-428-2634.

“l learned how
to work with
time limits, have
more confidence
when [ take this
kind of test, and
how to think in
depth. I actually
wasn’t scared
when | took it
for real!”

- Past WATS
Participant

This has been the
single most
fabulous
experience of my
son’s life. He felt
the coursework
was challenging,
but appropriate.
He loved meeting
the kids and the
staff. He was so
glad to have an
opportunity to be
“independent”
for the first time. |
cannot thank you
enough for
providing this
opportunity for
my son.

- Summer Programs
Family Member



p2 Application Line by Line Instructions PLEASE READ THESE CAREFULLY TO AVOID ERRORS

11) Eligibility—You must include ONE OF THE FOLLOWING stapled to your application:

A. A photocopy of your score report from a nationally normed, state standardized test (see application for examples) no

older than a testing date of December 2009 (scores written in will not be accepted for qualification to the program)

B. A letter from your WATS coordinator that lists your scores on one of the tests from (A) and states that you qualify

C. A photocopy of your WATS scores from 2010 or 2011—please do not expect us to research these—you must include.

D. A recommendation letter from a school counselor, licensed teacher, or home school association official endorsing the

student’s participation in the program. This may not be written by a parent.
12) How Did you Hear About WATS? - Please let us know how you found out about the program. Program awareness really
depends on schools and sometimes we need other methods in your area.
13) Additional Information—

A. Permission to send scores to your school—This is your decision, NOT the school’s. However, if you choose “NO”, the
school will NOT get information regarding your participation in the test. In the event that they are recognizing
students locally, your student’s name will NOT be included in this release. Your records are protected by FERPA
laws. We are not able to release any student, testing, or score information to schools over the phone, in email, or
through the mail unless we have permission directly from the family.

B. Permission to release for educational opportunity mailings—We are occasionally contacted by educational
organizations to help them identify students who would qualify for specific programs, schools, or scholarships.
This contact would only come by mail and does not oblige you to participate in these opportunities. We carefully
screen any organization applying for this information.

C. Income Information—Although this section is optional, it can really provide us with additional search information in the
event that scholarships become available that target certain demographics of the gifted population.

14) Family Contact Information—Please provide the name or names of parent(s) or legal guardians in the event that we have
questions about your application. We need to be able to read these names—do NOT provide a signature here.

15) Certification—NOW you sign. This is for the parent/guardian and must be completed in order for a student, who is a minor, to
participate. While it is exciting that your kid might want to sneak off and take the ACT, we’d rather you are able to cheer for
him or her once test day arrives.

16) Fees— Make out your check to CNDC CBK. If you are taking the ACT, send $82. If you are taking the SAT, send $43. If you are
taking both, send $82. If you are taking EXPLORE, send $75. If you are taking EXP+SAT, send $75; EXP+ACT, send $114..

If applying during a WATS late window, do NOT send SAT late fees to WATS; do send EXPLORE and ACT late fees to WATS.

Credit card payment with a minor surcharge can be accepted on our website—however, you MUST INCLUDE YOUR PAYPAL

RECEIPT now.

17) MAIL—WATS Application (two sides) with Eligibility stapled to the back. Include the appropriate check. Put your student’s
name on the memo line, along with which test the student is taking. Please write separate checks for multiple students.

Mail these three things to WATS.

18) WAIT, then register for SAT or ACT or receive your confirmation from EXPLORE—

For EXPLORE, you will not receive a confirmation until closer to the test date. EXPLORE will send you a confirmation and an

admission ticket and some general testing information directly from lowa. They will also confirm your testing location. If

there is a problem with either your testing date or site, CALL EXPLORE at 319-337-1369. WATS cannot make these changes.

For ACT, you will not receive a confirmation until closer to the test date. ACT will send you a confirmation and an

admission ticket and some general testing information directly from lowa. They will also confirm your testing location. If

there is a problem with either your testing date or site, CALL ACT at 319-337-1270. WATS cannot make these changes.

For SAT, you will receive an SAT registration packet in the mail from Denver about 3-5 weeks after registering with WATS.

Please plan for this time lapse! Please note December mailing times lag considerably! Please register early so you are not

stuck with late fees! When you receive this packet, which will be in a large CBK envelope, open it. Read through

everything. Follow the instructions provided to register yourself using WATS codes and information for the test itself. If
you do not complete this step, you will not be allowed to test. Now, you pay your $49 SAT fee. You also will enter your
testing site, which you probably already looked up online at our website or on the SAT site listed on page 4. You must
return this packet to SAT prior to their deadlines as listed on the chart on page 5. Otherwise, you will pay a late fee to SAT
in addition to your registration fee. In extreme time crunches, standby testing is available, but is expensive.

19) Receive your admission ticket—for all three companies, admission tickets go out within 2-4 weeks of testing. If you did not get

a ticket, you did not get registered properly. Please do not wait to call until the night before, as we will be unable to help.

20) TEST—Take your WATS Valid Identification Form with you for ACT/SAT that was in your packet. Good luck—5-7 weeks after the

test, you will receive your national score report. Do not fret over these scores. In April, we will send you the 2011-2012

WATS Interpretive Guide to help you understand how you did. We have to wait for all scores to come in before we can

release this information for this academic year, which doesn’t happen until late March. Recognition Ceremony qualification

also is not determined until early April. We will not have this information prior to April.
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Incomplete applhications or those that cannot be mad dus to dsrity will not be processed.
Lpphcations will not be procsssed without fees or copiss of eligibilty [ scores or letter).
Lpplications KUST be RECEIVED by sppropriate desdiines to process. Processing will take 3-5 weeks. \We cannot guarantes
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11 Eligibility —ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

Slpdanl has foared At or Abaws the 957 pardantiles or edaenad an adwanba s 1 bicnally feamad s stale
funasd .8 [THES, Terra Moya, 5l T & can DE 3 coampisibe Sonra

B Sutdbegl an varial Jr mainerr aletad e s o Iy ribendn may DE anarked aden . 1
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Slugdant's sefnd] Coundeinr, oessad feachsr, ar Bome schaa] assaciaban allceal kas included & letbaer of
recommendation with this application sndoming he Stedant’s cutslanding acadam perdanmanos in werbal ar
m At alEal eaidian oonlent areas. j

- 5= - § 5 - W o - -
You must include a copy of the letter with this application in order to continue pro

E55ing.

i

12 iHow Did ¥ou Hear About WATST
O senos O Padl Pacticipant O cak websins O cax Prospiadmns O ma 0 Ot

12 ) Additianzl Information

yfedanse ol Shold's SAT/ADT/EXPLORE [sal soaned b e sohad

1) Indarmat i q 1 1z D 5 = 1
At W ¥ f i I 1 ikl o i i
! ximate a | et 1& jeye

15 Certification

I hereloy cortidy thae this stodom maets the Woestom Acadomic Tooom Sosrch eigha Ty requromerns for Fugn por formancey S8ty
1 horeby g we DorTnissian o g asihon an the Taers Soarch and undersiand thet regardiess ot whet har o hest s dasom, | am
nagtTi] & nedin-ne fundabide 323 spoicaton fen dor processang and the adddons’ benefis of Shis pasrtcpa on.

Faranl!Guardian Sgealurs Cats

16 ) Reguired Fees—{WATS faes are nonsefundabl=)
Ifyouar @mking S2T: relude check made payabls to CMDC CBE for 543 now. vou willsend 52T fee BtartoSAT.
Late fees forsaTgodimcth to 32T with yourSaT @y ment upon =i tmtion with the company (349 bBte i,
Ifyouar wmhking 2CT: 1relude check made payable to CHDC CEE for 2082 You will meeive no second pachet.
ACT will notify vouof mgetmtion =oeipt uponsending admesion tickets, whic hgo out close rio testing . If
recessary, ACT Bte fees am pail to CHDC CEFat the same time as 522 fee.
If youam takirg EXPLORE: Inclule chack madse payabls to CHMDC CBE for 2735, vouwill moe e nosecoml packet.

ExXPLDRE will notify you of mgEt@ation moeipt uponse mlirg admesion tickets, whichgo outcloser totes ting.

If necessary, EXPLORE Bite fees am pail to CHODC CELat the same time as 575 fee.
bz ratte rhow many tests youtale, you pay ong 243 WATS fee, EXPLORE ACT fees am pa il with WaATS mgit@tion,
Craelitcard payvmentwith 3 minorsunchange can beaccapted on our webste—ou MIUST INCLUDE W2 UE PLYPAL FECEIFT novw.

171 Mzil Taday —mzke sure to use the carrect postaze!
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What Are the Deadlines? Don’t They Come Up Really Fast?

2011-2012 Western Academic Talent Search MAIS}
Center for Br ;g;:'f;f Kicls f‘?ﬁgfmmf Talent Center

| STEP ONE (WATS) STEP TWO FM!] |
WATS SAT SAT
WATS LATE Company LATE
S AT Test Receipt Feceipt Postmark Postmark
Date Deadline Deadline Deadline Deadline
AegishaioT Ee
£43 Paid fo CHOC CEM
£49 Paid lafer fo SAT
i3t mogistion: 26 Dec 3 1018 10428 11/8 1120
DatesSie Chamye: §25
Stamdby Testng. 393 | |91 28 1202 12416 1230 1413
| SINGLE STEP (WATS) |
WATS
ACT LATE
Test WATS Receipt Receipt
Date Deadline Deadline

Regigrabon Fee E82 paid fo

CHOC CEK Dec 10 10521 1144

(B43 WA TS foe + 529 tedt Be)
Lake Regstabon: 321
Date /S Chame 3249

Stamdby Testing: §42 Febh 11 12/16 176
WATS
EXPLORE : St
Test WATS Receipt Receipt
Date Deadline Deadline

Regigralor Fee 575 paid fo

CNDC CEH Moy 12 1014 1025

(343 WATS e +352 te2 £e)
Lk Regishaion: $12
Dates/SE Chamge  F20

Mo Standby Teding Jan 21 12407 12116

QlEFse mote the mew ead i oae! Feh 18 116 1424

Please remember that the SAT is a two-step registration process, Participants must
meet the WATS deadlines FIRST, then are responsible for making the test company
deadlines - watch the mail for registration packets. Late testing dates are available,
but will not qualify students for State Fecognition Ceremaonies (SAT 3/10; ACT 414,
The ACT and EXPLORE are a one-step process with WATS deadlines only.

For exarmple, in order to take the Decermmber 777 SAT, students must submit a WATS application to CBK
before October 18th,. SAT materals will then be mailed to the family, who rmust complete therm using
the Talent Search codes and then send S AT materials directy to SAT before Movernber 2th,

CBE cannot be held responszible for postal service delays or delivery errors, CBK makesz every effort to
process registrations and retum secondary SAT padiets within 2 weeks, Pleaze plan ahead for Decermnber
rnailing delays, The WATS fee iz nonrefundable. All dates except SAT secondary padiet are RECEIPT dates.,
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A Project of the Colorado Nonprofit Development Center

9975 Wadsworth Parkway, K2 #504
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A bright spot for bright kids..

Check out our website at www.centerforbrightkids.org!
Both the WATS Application and online payment are available on the WATS link.
Once online payment is finalized, you can fax in your application and receipt to 303-428-2638.
or email a scanned copy to cbk@centerforbrightkids.org. You MUST include a PayPal receipt upon registration!
Also, you can check out CBK Summer Programs, open to students across the country and internationally!

9975 Wadsworth Pkwy, K2#504 ¢« Westminster, CO 80021 e 303.428.2634 ¢ cbhk@centerforbrightkids.org e

www.centerforbrightkids.org




