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Watch for our new website at www.centerforbrightkids.org!
We hope to have the application and Bulletin for the Western Academic Talent Search available electronically soon—
and, we plan to be able to offer online payment. Look for these features toward the end of September!
Once online payment is set up, you can fax in your app and receipt to 303-428-2638 or email us at
centerforbrightkids@gmail.com.




“You are
surrounded by
kids just like
you who want
to learn and

succeed.”

- Summer Programs

Participant

Western Academic Talent Search

Who is Eligible for Rocky Mountain Academic Talent Search?

GRADE

Participants must be in the
3rd-9th grade and usually live
in the WATS region, which
includes the states of New
Mexico, Nevada, Utah,
Colorado, Wyoming,
Montana, and Idaho.

ACADEMIC ABILITY

Candidates must meet at least
one of the following criteria
for ability and high
performance:

1) Must score at or above the
90th% on a nationally normed
academic achievement test.
This percentile can be a
composite/total score or one
of the overall scores for verbal
or mathematical reasoning or
“advanced” criterion.

Test scores must be no more
than two years old.

Talent Search History

The practice of conducting
searches for students who
reason extremely well
mathematically and/or
verbally began with the work
of Dr. Julian Stanley at Johns

Hopkins University in the early

1970's.

By giving the SAT or ACT to
students who are much
younger than college-bound
students for whom the tests
are designed, Talent Search

participants are better able to

If nationally normed
standardized test scores are
not available, students may
use CSAP (Colorado), WyCAS
(Wyoming), or ISAT (ldaho)
scores at the “advanced”
level. Previous Talent Search
test scores may be used to
qualify for Talent Search.

OR

2) The school counselor,
licensed teacher, or home
school association official
(who may not be the
student’s parent) must
provide a letter of
recommendation endorsing
participation in WATS based
upon a full year of
outstanding performance in
a core subject area.

understand their abilities in
relationship to bright peers
who all score well on grade-
level tests.

Further access is tied to the
Talent Search in the form of
summer programs that
provide an “optimal match”
between student interests
and abilities and the
academic pace of a
program. These programs
are available every year at
Center for Bright Kids.

CBK Summer Programs

TEST TAKING SKILLS

Candidates should have a
previous successful
experience taking a long
standardized test or
demonstrate abilities such as
following directions, long
attention span, time
management, and managing
stress.

CBK Summer Programs

(dates tentative)
CBK SHINE

Students Headed Into
New Enrichment
(August 1-7, 2010)

Grades 4-6 in fall 2010

Residential Program

CBK GLOW
Gaining Leadership,

Obtaining Wisdom
(June 13-26, 2010)

Grades 6-8 in fall 2010

Residential Program

The Luminary Project
(July 4-24, 2010)

Grades 9-11 in fall 2010

Residential Program

Campus to be announced in
2010 Summer Programs
Catalogue mailed in February.




Center for Bright Kids (CBK) Regional Talent Center

Dear Bright Students Advocate -
Welcome to the 28" year of the Western Academic Talent Search! As you may know, WATS is one program offered through
the Center for Bright Kids, one of the four national non-profit Regional Talent Centers. WATS enables academically talented 3"
through C graders to take the ACT, SAT, or EXPLORE test at a much earlier age. This above-level testing experience allows
students to:

better evaluate their strengths

practice taking a more challenging test

compare their scores with other high achieving students

qualify for special summer opportunities

receive recognition of their outstanding abilities

We look forward to your support and participation in this year's academic talent search, as it is an excellent opportunity for
your students to learn about and gain recognition for their academic abilities. While testing is one mere snapshot of academic
ability, in this day and age, it has become a tremendous advocacy tool for educators and families of bright kids.

You may have noticed we have undergone a name change. Our physical office space has moved, so please update your contact
information for us. And, in response to family feedback, we have renamed the talent search, once the Rocky Mountain
Academic Talent Search, to the more regionally appropriate Western Academic Talent Search. We have also, according to
national trends, moved our qualifying threshold to the 90% and have had the expected three-year increase of S5 for
registration (test companies raise these fees by $1-52/year). Other than these name and location changes, our program is the
exactly the same. This Bulletin provides much more detail on the WATS program. Please note the application process — for ACT
and SAT, we have a two step registration, while for EXPLORE, this process is one step.

Please discuss the WATS program with personnel at your school — in an age of phishing and scams, we want to assure you that
the academic talent search has a long-standing national reputation for excellence, advocacy, and educational purpose and is
affiliated with Johns Hopkins, Duke, and Northwestern Universities as our other Regional Talent Centers. We ask that you do
not hesitate to call us with any questions or concerns about WATS and CBK at 303-428-2634 or email us at
centerforbrightkids@gmail.com.

Let’s recognize our kids for their academic accomplishments and open some additional doors for educational opportunities and
scholarship. Please present the program and distribute the application bulletins to counselors, teachers, parents and qualified
students as soon as possible. Thank you so much for your advocacy and participation — we hope to talk with you soon!

You Are Invited!
The Center for Bright Kids invites you to participate in the 28th annual Western Academic Talent Search. This program provides
opportunities for assessment and recognition, as well as advocacy, parent education and resources, and summer residential
acceleration and enrichment programs for academically talented youth in grades 3-9.

What is Academic Talent Search?

The national Academic Talent Search is an opportunity for students to take “above-level” testing typically not available until college
entrance. These tests offer a “higher ceiling” than standardized state or other national grade-level tests on which these talented
kids are already receiving top scores. While Talent Search test scores offer only one snapshot of students’ abilities, they are an

excellent means for helping kids evaluate their academic strengths in order to advocate for their educational needs, to access
academic programming, or to design individualized educational plans. Talent Search is a great tool for bright kids and families
looking for a resource to learn more about their students’ abilities and options.
Over 150,000 students participate annually in the regional Talent Searches.

The Specifics EXPLORE ACT

Grades Included 3-6 6-9 6-9

Testing Dates Jan 23 and Feb 20 Dec 12 and Feb 6 Dec 5 and Jan 23

Fees $70 WATS $40 WATS; $32 ACT $40 WATS; $45 SAT

9975 Wadsworth Pkwy, K2#504 ¢ Westminster, CO 80021 e 303.428.2634 ¢ centerforbrightkids@gmail.com e
COMING SOON AT www.centerforbrightkids.org
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Center for Bright Kids Regional Talent Center

Western Academic Talent Search

9000-2010 Application

Incomplete or ill=gible applications will not be processed.
WATS cannot be responsible for errors due to handwritten application clarity.
Applications will not be processed without fees or copies of eligibility [scores or ketter].
Applications MUST be RECEIVED by appropriate deadlines to process. This will take 3-5 weeks. We cannot guarantes
applications received within the late window will allow enough time for ACT/SAT late registration.
Bie sure to indude the 530 WATS fee (and the 530 EXPFLORE fee if taking that test] made payable to CNDC CBK
with this application to Center for Bright Kids, 9975 Wadsworth Py, K28504, Westminster, 00 30021,

Student Name

Last First ML
{mibean you complate your SAT o ACT regitration, phss make sure this b arscly boe pou st your same o that fas can ba msbdbed)

Mailing Address

Streat

ity State Zip

{Ares Code) Phone Number E-mail Address (we must have this o contaet you regarding
Recognition Ceremonies - this is never shaned)

Student ldentification Information

Social Security # (eptional for student verification) Gendear Birthdate (MDY
Age: Years Months Gradelewel: 30 40 50 60 70O B0 90
Ethnic Description Expected Year of High S5chool Graduation L
O Black/African Armerican O White/Caucasian O Hispanic/Lating American
O tndian/Mative American O asian/Pacific Islander [ Other

Grade 3040 506060 /708090160 70 80 90

Test EXPLORE SAT ACT

Date Jan 23 O Dec5 O Dec 12 O

Feb 20 O Jan 23 O Feb 6 O

EXPLORE Test Site Cade Second Chodte Lube Durte Lube Db

RMATS Coordinator/School Contact Person

— —
Lask Firsk Position

School Address

Hame of School Public ] Private [  Homa Scheol [
Strest

ity State Zip
Wl:nde] Phone NumBber E-mall Address

Center for Bright Kids » Western Academic Talent Search
0975 Wadsworth Pioany, K2 #504, Westminster, 00 80021 = 303.428-2634 » centerforbrightkidsi@gmail.com

PLEASE CUT OUT PAGE TO REMOVE AND SEND—USE CHECKLIST ON BACK OF BULLETIN TO AVOID ERRORS.



Eligibility

[ student has scored at or abowve the 90° percantile or received an advanced score on & nabionally normed or state

standardized test (i.e. ITBS, Terra Nova, Stanford, CSA&P, WyCAS, ISAT). This percentile can be & composite score oF
seore for @ subtest in verbal or mathematical reasening only. Criterion mey be marked “advanced”,

Contact your school for test scores,
You must incude a photocopy of your score report with this application in order to continue processing.

OR

[ student's school counselor, licansed teacher, or home schosl association official has included a letter of
recommendation with this application endarsing the student's outstanding academic performance in verbal or
mathematical reassning contant areas.

You must include a copy of the letter with this application in order to continue processing.

How Did You Hear Abowt RMATS?
[ schoel O CBK Office [ CBK Website [] CBK Programs [ Mailing  Other

Additional Information

1) D you give permission for CBK to release your child's SAT/ACT/EXPLORE test scores to the school
upon request to the CBK offices?
O ves O mo

2) Do you give permission for CBK to release your child’s name and address only b selected
educational organizations requesting information on Elented students from the CBE offices?

O ves O mo

3) ﬂnﬂf Infarmation arding Incorme
[ WATS 1o provide yau with addilicnsl mhormaticn oo schelarslps and Fnancal sid opperlunities for progrard)

Approximete annual household income level
[ £20,000 or less (] $21,000-540,000 [] 541,000-360,000 [ $60,000-5100,000 [ $100K+

Is ywour child eligitle for the federal free and reduced lunch program? O ves O no

Family Contact Information

Parent/Guardian Mame Dy Phone {area code) Mumber and Work/Cell Number

Certification

I hereby certify that this student mests the Westem Academic Talent Se=arch eligibility reguirements for high performance/abilty.
I he=reby give permission for part tian in the Talent S=anch and urderstand that regardizss of whether a test is taken, [ am
paying a nor-refundable $40 application fee for processing and the add itional of this participation

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Checklist to Make 5ure You Have Everything
¥ SMGM your application
¥ Include a photocopy of proof of eligibility {score report or letter)
*"  Indude chack made payable to CNDC CBE. Mo matter how many tests you take, you pay one 540 WaTs fee.
For EXPLORE, the 570 WATS fee must be induded at registration.
For SAT and ACT, you will only send your 540 WATS fee.
Include WATS late fee now if appropriate.

Three to five weeks following WATS registration, if you are taking the ACT or SAT, you will receive a packet in the
mail to self-register for this test— DO MOT ISCARD this packet. Call us if you do not receive this packet four weeks
prior to testing. Please use the instructions provided in that packet to self-register as a WATS student to take the test
and select a testing site—you MUST complete this second application in order to participate and will include the
appropriate SAT [$45) or ACT [432) fees to those companies at that time. This includes any SAT or ACT late fee.
Late test dates are available — please see Bulletin — you can write in the test date on this apphication.

Carter for Bright Kids « Western Academic Tabent Search
8975 Wadsworth Pioary, K2 #5304, Westminster, 00 80021 « 303.428-2634 » certerforbrightkids@gmail.com



Why Should I Participate in Talent Search?

Talent Search research conducted at
the national level has demonstrated
that:

Grade level testing often does not reveal
the upper limits of student abilities.

Participants gain early experience taking an
above-level or college entrance test,
reporting increased comfort with
standardized testing and significant
score gains.

During the spring, students receive the
Summer Opportunities Guide, which
lists special programs across the
country for high ability students.

Students network with other bright kids.

Top scoring participants are invited to

a regional Recognition
Ceremony, if one is offered in
your state.

During the spring, participants receive

the Interpretive Guide, which
provides information needed to
interpret test scores in
relationship to other age-level
Talent Search participants across
the Rocky Mountain region.
Younger students are not
otherwise able to take these
tests. Scores are archived by
WATS but do not become a part
of the student’s permanent
academic record.

Talent Search Service Regions

9975 Wadsworth Pkwy, K2#504 ¢ Westminster, CO 80021 e 303.428.2634 ¢

With permission, schools receive information

about talent search results. School
officials are better able to accommodate
students with this information.
Scholarship opportunities become
available and many gates are opened into
higher level programming. Talent Search is
an outstanding resume-builder.

Students are invited to participate in the CBK

Summer Programs, designed to provide an
optimal match and allow students to
develop a socio-emotional network of
peers. Many students age through these
programs with new CBK friends.

Talent Search scores open doors to many

advanced opportunities, scholarships,
entrance requirements, grade-level
adjustments, or schools for gifted.

Northwestern University
Center for Talent Development

Johns Hopkins University
Center for Talented Youth

Duke University
Talent Identification Program

Center for Bright Kids
Regional Talent Center

Where Can | Take the Test?

Talent Search testing is available in every service region we serve, though not every community. For some tests and
in some more rural areas, some travel is required to access the test site. Specific testing site locations are available
at registration by checking the test companies’ websites:

SAT 866.756.7346 http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/about/SATI.html
ACT 319.337.1270 http://www.actstudent.org/

EXPLORE  319.337.1369 http://www.actstudent.org/explore/ests/

Fee Reduction, Waivers, and Special Accommodations

Reduced-rate WATS registrations of $20, full test company fee waivers, and special testing accommodations are
available for this program with documentation of need. Please include qualifying 2009 tax returns for consideration
along with your application and a $20 check or contact CBK regarding these special circumstances.




A bright spot for bright kids..

2000-2010 Western Academic Talent Search MATS)
through the Center for Bright Kids
WATS registration begins September 14

STEP ONE (WATS)

STEP TWO (FAMILY) ]
ACT
LATE
Packet
Deadline
11/20

WATS
Postmark
Deadline
10/9

WATS
Late
Postmark
11/2

ACT
Packet
Deadline
11/6

115

SAT
LATE
Packet
Deadline

127 12/18 1/5

WATS
Postmark
Deadline

WATS
Late
Postmark

SAT
Packet
Deadline

10/9 10/20 10430 11/12

12/30

11423 12/7 1215

| STEP ONE (WATS)

WATS
Postmark
Deadline

1214

Test
Date

1/23

RMATS Late
Postmark

12130

(540 WATS fee + 530 feat foe)
Lafe Registrafion: $20
Dafe/Sife Change: §19

No Standby Testing 2120

1714 1/23

Please remember that the ACT and SAT are a two-step registration process.
Participants must meet the WATS deadlines FIRST, then are responsible for making the
test company deadlines — watch the mail for registration packets. The EXPLORE is
a one-step process with WATS deadlines only. Late testing dates are available, but will

not qualify students for State Recognition Ceremonies (SAT 3/13 & 5/1; ACT 4/10).

For example, in order to take the February ™ ACT, students must submit a WATS application to CBK
before December 7%, ACT materials will then be mailed to the family, who must complete them using
the Talent Search codes and then send ACT materials directly to ACT before January 5.

Which Test Do | Select?

WATS does not recommend one test over another. Any of the three tests are appropriate for
Talent Search participants. When choosing a test, families should also consider which date
and location will be most convenient, as again, some tests in some locations will require
travel. Students taking the SAT or ACT will test alongside high school students who are
testing for college admission. These students will not receive a different version of these
tests. Students are also not encouraged to spend time studying for these tests, other than to
become familiar with the format and types of questions.

SAT Grades 6-9

The SAT is a three-hour test with three sections measuring reasoning skills in math, critical reading, and
writing. The writing test is now part of recognition ceremony and interpretive guide data.

ACT Grades 6-9

The ACT is a three-hour test that focuses on core curriculum knowledge acquired in school. There are
four sections: math, English, reading, and science. The writing section is optional for all students and is
not part of Talent Search recognition ceremony or interpretive guide data.

EXPLORE Grades 3-6

The EXPLORE is a two-hour test written in the same format as the ACT.

How Do | Get Signed Up?
Are there Deadlines?

Send your completed application
to Center for Bright Kids

SIGN your application

Include a photocopy of proof of
eligibility (score report or letter)
Include check made payable to
CNDC CBK.

For EXPLORE, the $70 WATS
fee must be included at
registration.

For SAT and ACT, you will only
send your $40 WATS fee.

Include WATS late fee now if
appropriate.

2) Three to five weeks following WATS
registration, if you are taking the ACT
or SAT, you will receive a packet in the
mail to self-register for this test—DO
NOT DISCARD this packet. Please use
the instructions provided in this packet
to self-register as a WATS student to
take the test and select a testing site—
you MUST complete this second
application in order to participate and
will include the appropriate SAT ($45)
or ACT ($32) fees at this time. This
includes any SAT or ACT late fee.

Incomplete or illegible applications
will not be processed. WATS is not be
responsible for errors due to
handwritten application clarity.
Applications will not be processed
without fees or eligibility.
Applications MUST be RECEIVED by
appropriate deadlines to process.

If you would like additional copies of
the application or would like a copy
emailed to you, or if you have any
questions, please contact the CBK
office at 303.428.2634 or
centerforbrightkids@gmail.com




